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Pre-Qin Culture and the Mindset in Yellow Emperor’s Inner Canon ( )

MA Fenggi' WANG Qinggi’
(1. Tongde Hospital of Zhejiang Province Hangzhou 310007; 2. Shanghai University of Chinese Medicine)
ABSTRACT The formation of mindset in Yellow Emperor’s Inner Canon ( ) is deeply influenced by Pre-Qin
cultural thought. That mindset comes down in one continuous line with the mindset under the culture background at
that time. The holistic thinking in Yellow Emperor’s Inner Canon ( ) mainly embodies that it combines five—
phase theory and harmony of man with nature thought. Five Zang viscera and four seasons are linked. Thus the “four
seasonsfive Zang viscera-Yin Yang” system is established. The syndrome differentiation thought is greatly affected by
Taoism Lao Tzu thought and Confucianism Yi Zhuan ( ) . Dialectical category of Yin and Yang or dynamic dialec—
tical proposition could find the source of thought in Taoism and Confucianism. Image thinking is consistent with point
of view in “Chuzhenxun” in Huainanzi ( . ) and the interpretation is vivid. Understanding “spirit” in
intuitive thought is similar to understanding “Dao” () in Taoism. Thus it is influenced by intuitive thought in
Taoism. While the ways of understanding of “idea” or “insight” is similar to “dedicated to enlightenment” in
Confucianism.
Keywords Pre-Qin culture; Yellow Emperor’s Inner Canon ( ) ; mindset
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